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SUNDAYS

9:30
Traditional Worship
in the Sanctuary
and
Contemporary Worship
in the Christian
Life Center
10:30-10:50
Coffee Hour
10:50-11:30
Sunday School for
All Ages
11:30 One Voice Choir in
the Chapel

Coming Events

<‘— Looking Up

Dear Friends of Troy First,

Lent has gotten off to a great
start. We are on our way to the joy of
Easter Morning, which makes us
Christian through the resurrection of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!

During Lent, we experience what
Christians call Holy Week. This was
the most difficult time in our
master’s earthly life. He was
deceived by one of his closest friends

and wait for God to appear to us
through the pain of it all.

Certainly it has been painful to
reduce our budget, examine renting
to balance our budget, eliminating
two staff positions, and exploring
changing our worship times due to
staff realignments. Faithful
committees have been working
through difficult issues to deal with
all of these issues and to provide
ways to continue offering our high
level of ministry and programming.

and disciples on
Maundy Thursday.
He was crucified on
a cross in front of
His mother, Mary,
on Good Friday. All

“Through it all, Pve
learned to depend
upon God’s Word.”

Through it all, this
congregation has
shown great character
of trust and faith in
many ways, and | am
proud to be your

of His Disciples left

him for dead with the mindset that
their hopes were dashed. It wasn’t
until Easter morning that they
realized, on the Road to Emmaus,
that he was alive and because of that
fact of faith they would live forever
because of His teachings and
promises.

The experience of Jesus’
Disciples is still our experience. We
need to go through dark times in life
to realize through our own personal
experiences that God has a plan to
see us through it by faith. Our task
in difficult times is to trust in God'’s
promises and to stick together, as
the original Disciples did, and pray

pastor and to share this journey.
Difficult as it has been, I am
reminded of one of my favorite
hymns, “Through It All.” “Through it
all, I've learned to trust in Jesus, I've
learned to trust in God. Through it
all, I've learned to depend upon
God’s Word.”

May it always be so among us!
See You In Church.

Dr. Harold E. Weemhoff

Be a Prayer Chain "Link"

The church prayer chain is a great opportunity for anyone who wishes to
immediately minister to the congregation without even leaving the
house! We are in the process of updating our list of those who wish to be
called and then call another as prayer requests are made known. Don't
worry about being home every time: we have a plan for those times. Please
contact Megan Steiger by March 15th if you would like more information.

FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF JANUARY 31, 2009

Operations and Ministries

Budgeted Income $ 32,333
Actual Income 34,868

Building/Mortgage Reduction

Expenses
Actual Income

$ 17,568
10,161
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The Story of Esther

The youth will be presenting a musical on Palm
Sunday, April 5th, called Malice In The Palace, The
Story of Esther. We need your help with costumes
since we are on a limited budget. If you have any of
the following items that we could borrow or you
would like to donate, we would really appreciate it.
We need 3 boas, 2 crowns or tiaras, 3 fancy hats
and 5 long scarves. Please label the items that are
to be returned and we thank you for your support.

Any questions, please contact Jennifer Voight,
Allison Rhoades, or Laurie Urbach. Be sure to
catch our performance of Malice in the Palace, The
Story of Esther on Palm Sunday, April 5th!

4th Youth Auction Coming

Sunday, March 29th, is the 4th Annual Dinner/
Auction to benefit the Youth Mission Trip to
Sullivan, Hlinois in July. There will be a great
dinner and a silent auction, followed by our
fabulous live auction.

Do you have a service, event tickets or items to
donate for our auction? If you do, contact Meg
Wilson at 248-879-6363, Traci Elliott or Julie
Olsavsky.

Tickets will go on sale March 1st after worship
in the CLC. Tickets are $12 for adults, $5 for
children 3-10, and under 3 are free. Tickets are
limited and must be purchased in advance. They
will NOT be sold at the door, so don't miss out on
this worthwhile and fun event!

C P Once again Troy First will be
will be participating in the
W annual Crop Walk (our 18th) on
May 3, 2009. Last year we had
33 walkers and I hope this year
we can raise our goal to 40 participants. The money
raised through pledges is used to support Programs
of Church World Services. CWS is a ministry that
helps to feed the hungry, protect children and
assists families and communities all around the
world. Twenty-five percent of the money raised
stays in Michigan. Some of the local agencies that
benefit are Troy People Concerned and the Baldwin
Center. Everyone needs to be thinking of people
who they could ask to help them meet their CROP
Walk Pledge Goal. | am also asking for volunteers
to help pass out Pledge Envelopes at Coffee Hour on
April 19 and 26. If you would like to help with the
CROP Walk, please give me a call.

Thank you to all the people who support the
CROP Walk every year.

Betty Kalvoda

Thank you to my church family
for your cards, phone calls, prayers,
and support during and after my
recent surgery. It is certainly reassuring to know
that you were “pulling” for me. Your support and
the good care that Cheryl provided have been
instrumental in my continued speedy recovery.

Bob Himes
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One Great Hour of Sharing

Troy First, along with United Methodist
Churches all over the World, will be celebrating
One Great Hour of Sharing on Sunday, March 22,
2009. On this day you will have an opportunity to
bring your envelope (enclosed in this Tidings) to
church and give generously. By giving, you help
people rebuild their lives and communities all over
the continent.

Baldwin Warming Center

Remember to mark your calendars for Monday,
March 23rd through Thursday, March 26th. If you
haven't signed up to help at the Baldwin Warming
Center on one of these dates, please contact Anne or
Ron Butterbaugh to reserve your date.

We will meet at the church each evening at
6:30 to carpool to Pontiac and will return by 11:00.
Needed are 10-12 people each night to register
guests, hand out toiletries and blankets, and
prepare and serve dinner. In addition, 2 overnight
volunteers (1 man and 1 woman) will be needed on
a nightly basis.

Please also see Anne or Ron Butterbaugh if you
are able to donate some of the paper products or
other items we will need throughout the week.

The Church Basement Ladies

This long-running musical comedy about four
women who man the kitchen in a small Lutheran
church in Minnesota has been playing to sold-out
performances for more than four years. They
organize, serve, plan, speculate, and keep the
pastor on his toes.

There are 15 tickets available for a matinee on
Saturday, May 9th, in Turkeyville which is located
just north of Marshall. It's about a two-hour drive
from Troy. We would carpool from the church about
9:00 a.m. and arrive back between 6:00 and 6:30
p.m.

This is a dinner theater that serves a full
turkey dinner at noon followed by the show at 2:00
p.m. Tickets range from $36.50 to about $40.00
depending on how many people go. We need a
minimum of 12 to get the lowest rate. Contact
Jayne Saeger if you would like to go to this
hilarious show about “The Church Basement
Ladies.” Deadline for reservations and money to
Jayne is April 26th.

Coffee Hour has a New TWIST!!

Signing up to help at coffee hour has become
much easier and more fun thanks to Jeff Boelter
and his willingness to assist with making the coffee
and helping volunteers have an easy and fun
experience while hosting our morning coffee and
fellowship time. If you have EVER been worried
about the coffee, or juice, FEAR NO MORE!

Just sign up to host a coffee hour in March, and Jeff
will be in the kitchen when you arrive, and when
you leave, making sure that you are comfortable
hosting coffee hour. You just need to provide some
snacks or treats, and maybe enjoy yourself while
providing this important ministry to our

church. Check the sign up sheet for March, and
FEAR NO MORE!!
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UMW News

Ruth Circle will meet on Thursday, March 12,
9:30 a.m. in the CLC. Diana Miller will have the
program.

Deborah Circle is Thursday, March 12, 7:30
p.m. at Gloria Freeland’s. Chris Gullion will have
the program.

The Annual Cluster Lunch will be held here
at Troy First, Thursday, March 19. Gathering at
11:30, pot luck lunch at noon. The guest speaker
will be Nancy Heussner, Executive Director of
O.A.T.S. (Offering Alternative Therapy With
Smiles). Experience an interesting and different
type of a program. Offerings of canned goods will
be collected for the Troy People Concerned food
pantry. Call Penny Laws by March 12 if you need
child care.

The Fellowship luncheon for this month will
be Wednesday, March 25, 11:30 a.m. at Camp
Ticonderoga. Call Julie Olsavsky if you will be
attending.

Don’'t forget UMW SUNDAY is March 29. All
women of Troy First are encouraged to
participate.

No Kids’ Equipment or Toys at
June 13"Rummage Sale

The new Consumer Product Safety Improve-
ment Act has stringent requirements for items
intended for use by children aged 12 and under.
Criteria involve lead content, certain plastic
softeners (phthalates), and recalled products.
(Apparently, the recalled items list is now in the
thousands.) The Act affects sellers of used items,
as well as new products. Penalties for violation
are very severe. In view of the complexity of these
issues, and in order to give donors planning time,
UMW Executive Committee determined that kids’
equipment and toys will not be included at the
Rummage Sale. For the present, we do still intend
to sell kids’ clothes and books. Questions? Please
contact Jan Chamberlain.

Give Blood! Can’t Give
Jd Blood? Give Food!

The next American Cross blood
drive is Friday, March 27, from 1:00
— 7:00 p.m. in the Christian Life Center. Please
sign up to donate during fellowship time in the
CLC on March 8, 15 and 22 or by calling Bernona
Fry.

Can’t donate blood? No problem! Everyone
can provide food. For the donors we need 5 people
to provide cookies. For the workers’ dinner (for
10-12 people) we need 1 person to provide a main
dish, 1 person to provide a salad, and 1 person to
provide dessert. Please call Bernona to sign up.

If you print this newsletter,
please recycle it!

From SPRC...............

As most of you know by now, our 2009

Finance campaign was sorely challenged by the
state of the economy in our area. The Finance
committee worked diligently to come up with ways
to reduce the budget deficit, including cutting
apportionments and resolving to use some funds
currently in the reserve fund for our mortgage
reduction to cover expenses. Finance also
increased the amount of revenue it hopes will be
generated by renting the Christian Life Center
more frequently. Those funds would be applied
toward both the Operations and Ministry budget
and to the mortgage reduction budget.

In addition to the above steps, the Staff Parish
Relations Committee made the very difficult
decision to cut staff positions in order to further
reduce the anticipated budget deficit, while still
being able to carry on most of the responsibilities
of those positions.

By removing some tasks, and having various
committees do some other tasks, the decision was
made that the position of Office Assistant could be
cut.

By having Meg Wilson, our Director of
Discipleship and Ministry, resume responsibility
for the Spirit Seekers Program, which she
originally started, the decision was made that the
position of Spirit Seekers Coordinator could be
cut.

Again, these decisions have been hard to
make, and the SPRC committee is saddened to
have to eliminate the positions of two hard
working staff members--Julie Olsavsky and Rev.
Cindy Blakely.

Julie has used her many talents in her
position as Office Assistant for several years. She
has been a great support to Donna, our office
manager, and her absence in the office will
definitely be felt! Her last day in this position was
February 13.

Rev. Cindy has worked diligently to prepare
the materials for the Spirit Seekers program,
putting in many hours of research, and shopping
for supplies for presenting the lessons on Sunday
mornings. Her efforts will also be greatly missed,
as she leaves this position at the end of February.

Their years of serving in their positions will be
recognized during worship on February 22, but
please be sure to let both ladies know how much
you have appreciated their contributions to Troy
First in these positions over the past few years. It
will mean a lot to them!

Michelle Freeman
SPRC Chairperson

Thank You! Thank You! Thank
You!

Many thanks to everyone who bought boxes
and boxes of Girl Scout Cookies from our Girl
Scouts this winter. We are grateful for all of your
support.
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

****Volunteers Needed

Activity March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29
Greeters Dignard Family Bob & Vivian DiBartolomeo Bob & Janice UMYF
Grusnick Family Drager
Ushers Ed Freeland Duane Alling Patti Aurand Terry Pritchett UMYF
Marie Leverenz Ben Olesen Chris DeVilling Lyle Pushman
Liz Sidner Tom Stevens Corwin Hanson Roger Steiger
Doug Smith Marie Watson Bob Himes Chuck Tincknell
Crucifer Bret Miller Molly Mitchener Derek Miller Kara Olsavsky Ashley Sadlier
Acolytes Victoria Aurand James Kurt Leverenz Jessica Moore Beth Rhoades
Annie Drake Hendrickson Lauren Matthews Jamie Miller Merrick Rumel
Jason LaCombe
Sound Steve Olsavsky Staci Drake Karen Carl Kaj Ostergaard Joe Meek
Engineers
Coffee Hour Engelmann Elliott Men's Breakfast UMw
Hosts
Monday Judy Conley Chris Gullion Jane Egermann Duane Alling Janice Drager
Counters Linda DeVilling Ben Olesen Nancy Heffron Lisa Head Jan Garrett

Barbara Schultz

Lee Ann Teagan

Jayne Saeger

Julie Olsavsky

Chris Gullion

Trustee on Duty Art Conley Ralph Truelove Bill Schaper LaNae Michael Bill Rampenthal
Altar Flowers Dane & Mary Wedding of Rev. Doug & Sharon
Fons Woody Smith’s 40th
Alycia’s 16th Berkompas & anniversary
b'day Rev. Donna
Lindberg
Jr. Church Allison Rhoades | Lori Ann Rumel Julie Olsavsky Tom Stevens Noisy Sunday

Music

Lee Ann Teagan

Anna & Kara

No Jr. Church

Faith in Action | Remain in church Kelly Gordon Marie Leverenz Karen Carl Noisy Sunday
for Communion No FIA or Jr.
Church
Nursery Lisa Michaux Jane Berquist Angela
(Newborns & Gwen Simon Melissa Meek Di Bartolomeo M. Robertson Julie Geggie
Crawlers) Tina Olesen Christine Knoper
Toddler Room Geoffrey Jessica Urbach Jennifer Rivera
(Walkers-2 year Williston
olds) Gary Williams

3 & 4 Year Olds

The Mitchener
Family

Ann Goff
Katie Kuiper

Sharon Ostrander
Kristen Truelove

Emily and Jill
Woods

Meena Macwan

Please pray for the family of Norval Wyse who
passed away on February 9. His funeral was at
Troy First on February 12.

Pray for Floyd Cobb, Pauline and Larry Jose,
Kate Krupa, Mildred Pardue and Lois Parrott.

Pray for our members of the Armed Forces;
Joe Agius, James Barrows, John Bridges, Danielle
Cermak, Rohan Corera, James Courter, David Ev-
ans, Alex Hackett, Angela Hackett, Scott Kaler,
Chris Mile, Jared Purcell, Jamie Smith and Shawn

Teagan.

Our Memorial Book focus for March 1 is in
memory of Donald Freeman perpetuated in Youth
Ministries; March 8 in memory of Dr. Silas
Wiersma perpetuated in Sound System, March 15
in memory of Fred and Elizabeth Rapley perpetu-
ated in Initial outside Wall Cross; March 22 in
memory of Lester and Margaret Conley perpetu-
ated in New Initial Outside Wall Cross; and March

29 in memory of Byron H. Kumler perpetuated in

Handbell Table.

The Memorial Garden Book focus for the
month of March is in memory of Lillian Dolores

Kiddle.

Spirit Seekers for March

Spirit Seekers started the new year by looking
at people who were early followers of Christ. For
the first four weeks of March the children will
learn some of the teachings of Jesus. The parables
are a wonderful way to explore biblical truths
through stories of faith. The final two weeks before
Easter, we will learn about Holy Week through the
symbols of the Lenten and Easter season. We are
always looking for volunteers to help share in this
ministry to our children! Please contact Meg Wil-
son if you have questions or would like to be in-
volved in this Christian Education program for 4-

year olds to 5th graders.
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March 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Communion 6:30-8:30 CLC | 6:00 Finance 10:00-11:30 UMW Ex Bd 9:15 TCP Bd 9:00-1:00 TCP
No Faith in in use in the YR Play Group @ meeting in Special Per-
Action 8:00-10:00 5:30-7:15 No Fly Fishing | 207/208 son’s Day
CLCin use COW Fellowship UMYF at
6:30-8:15 (Connect on Game Works
UMYFE Wednesdays) Great Lakes
6:30-9:30 Crossing NG ARD
Safe Boating
CLCLL UMYF 12 midnight—5 a.m.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
11:30-1:15 6:30-8:30 CLC | Tidings 9:30 Space 9:30 Ruth Cir- 7:30 Men's
UMYF Middle | in use Deadline Usage cle K/CLC/ Breakfast—K
School Lunch 6:30 Stephen 5:30-7:15 Chapel 11:00 Wedding
& Games Ministers-YR Cow 7:00 C&S —209 in Sanctuary
SPRC-Chapel (Connect on | Deborah Circle 12:00-5:00
No UMYF 8:00-10:00 Wednesdays) | @ Gloria Free- CLCin use
CLCin use 6:30-9:30 land’s
Safe Boating
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 Baldwin 7:00 5:30-7:15 10:00-2:00 6:00-9:00 CLC | 11:00 a.m.—
6:30-8:30 CLC | Outreach—C COW UMW Cluster in use 10:00 p.m.
6:30-8:15 in use Trustees—209 | (Connect on Luncheon in CLCin use
UMYF M&E—207 Wednesdays) | CLC
8:00-10:00 6:30-9:30 No Play Group -
CLCin use Safe Boating 7:00 Education Stephen g&sﬁﬁc’? Retreat
CLC LL in 207
Tidings mailed
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Bells No Genesis 6:30-10:00 5:30-7:15 10:00-12:00 1:00-7:00 8:00-4:00
One Great handbells GLDG in CLC Cow LaLeche in YR | Blood Drive Scrapbooking
Hour of Shar- | 6:30-8:30 CLC | 7:00 Church (Connect on
ing in use CouncilinC Wednesdays)
11:30 UMYF 8:30-10:00 6:30-9:30
Auction meet- | CLC in use Safe Boating
ing in Sanctu- CLCLL
ary
12:00-6:00 7:00-10:30 p.m. Baldwin Warming Center
CLC in use Contact Ron and Anne Butterbaugh if you'd like to help.
6:30-8:15
UMYF
29 30 31
UMW Sunday
Noisy Sunday | 6:30-8:30 CLC | 8:00-10:00
12:00-10:00 in use CLCin use
CLC/K in use 4:30 Genesis
Youth Dinner Handbells
Auction No Jubellee or
No UMYF Bellissima
Handbells
Every
Every Sunday Every Monday Every Tuesday Wednesday Every Thursday  Every Saturday

9:30 Traditional
Worship in the
Sanctuary

9:30 Contempo-

rary Worship in the

CLC

10:30 Coffee Hour

10:50 Sunday

School for all ages

11:30 One Voice
Choir practice in

the Chapel

4:30-5:15 Genesis
Handbell practice
5:30-6:40 Jubellee
Handbell practice
6:45-8:00 Bellis-

sima Handbell
practice

building

9:30 Staff meeting
in the Chapel
1:30-6:30 Oakland
Homeschoolers’
Music, Inc. in the

11:00 Pastor’s
Roundtable with

lunch
7:30-9:00 Chancel
Choir
7:30-9:00 AAin
Youth Room
ol
By 'i
R B

9:00-10:00 Kim in
the Sanctuary

12:00-2:30 Play
Group in the CLC
7:00 Band Re-
hearsal in the CLC
7:15 Recovery,
Inc. in the Chapel

5:30-7:15
Connect

On
Wednesdays




