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SUNDAYS

9:30
Traditional Worship
in the Sanctuary
and
Contemporary Worship
in the Christian
Life Center
10:30-10:50
Coffee Hour
10:50-11:30
Sunday School for
All Ages

Coming Events
February 14
9:30 Ruth Circle in the
CLC/Chapel
7:30 Deborah Circle at
Betty Kalvoda’s
February 15
12:00 noon
Volunteer Luncheon
February 17
Good News Class drama
during traditional
Worship

LIFE TOGETHER—40 Days of Love

During each of the six weeks of
Lent, we will celebrate the 40 Days
of Love.

However, the next Sunday, this
same member said to his pastor:

“I want to apologize for what |
said last Sunday. | realized on
Wednesday that | was wrong. That
day, | got one of those letters! It
came as a total surprise from
someone | never expected to hear
from like that, and it touched me so
deeply that I still have it in my
pocket. | have
carried that letter
with me ever since |
received it. | was so
moved by that letter,
I sat down and wrote
ten letters myself.”

For the first week starting on
February 10, the theme is, “The
Week of Prayer.” The worship
service will give us recommenda-
tions for praying from February 10
through February 16.

The other weekly themes are
Writing, Phone Calls
and/or Emails, Love
Gifts, Visits and Holy
Week — The Week of
Presence.

When 40 Days of
Love was introduced in a church in
Texas, a member found his pastor
afterwards. That church member
was kind of macho, a former football

“See you at the 40
Days of Love
Place.”

May each of us be touched in
similar ways!

See you at the 40 Days of Love

player who loved to hunt and fish. Place,
He said, “Pastor, I love you, and
I love this church, but I am not going
to participate in this 40 Days of Love )
stuff. It's okay for some folks, but Pastor Rich

it's a little too sentimental and
syrupy for me.”

Sunday, February 10, 2008, in the Year of Participation
First Sunday in Lent - 40 Days of Love
Boy Scout Sunday
9:30 - Spirited-Traditional 9:30 - Contemporary-Find

Worship Your Faith Worship
Mark 9: 2-9 Galatians 5
“A Love Audit” “Why Random Acts of Kindness?”
Pastor Rich Peacock Meg Wilson
SANCTUARY CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER

CIRCLE OF CARE - Edith Petersen, Connie Snow, Harriet Barnard,
Maren and Clarence Vos and daughter Susan, Frank Glidden, Jim
MacDonald, Norval Wyse

Orientation for Membership

Explore membership on Monday nights, February 18 and 25, 7-9 p.m.
We can provide childcare so call us at 248-879-6363. Those who decide to
join will be received into membership on Palm Sunday, March 16.
Questions? Comments? Email me—pastorrichp@sbcglobal.net. 1 look
forward to seeing you.

Pastor Rich Peacock

Bishop’s Day on Evangelism and Stewardship
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February Spirit Seekers

Our Spirit Seekers in February will be learning
about the story of Jesus as they are told through the
words, music, and movement of Handel's Messiah.
We will do a puppet play with peeper puppets, a
music/movement rotation using body sox, learn
about calligraphy in the art room, and make a story
collage with sweet treats.

“Age of Entittement: Kids Who
Want Everything and Think They
Should Have It'”

Does this sound familiar? You may wish to
attend this parenting program on Wednesday,
March 5, from 7:30-9:00 p.m. at The Community
House, 380 S. Bates Street, Birmingham. Jerome
Price, M.A., an international speaker and trainer,
will be the guest speaker. Complimentary
admission but reservations would be appreciated.
Call 248-644-5832 to RSVP. See the flyer on the
kiosk for more information.

2007 Christmas Offering Exceeds

Goals

Thanks to the generosity of FUMC members and
friends, the Christmas offering totaled $9,810. This
exceeded our goal of $7,500 by 30.8%. All of these
funds will be used, as previously announced, to help
fulfill our goal of serving the family of God in our
community and around the world.

Troy People Concerned $2,270
Rochester Neighborhood House 400
Youth Mission Trip 2,270
Detroit East District 250
Herbert & Mary Zigbuo,

UM Missionaries 2,000
Monrovia First UMC 2,270
Pastor's Discretionary Fund 350

$ 9,810

Library Notes

Two books have been donated to the church
library that I think you'll enjoy. Three Cups of Tea
One Man'’s Mission to Promote Peace...One School
at a Time (shelved at 371.8) has been very popular
lately for book study groups. It's the true story of a
mountain climber aided by villagers in Pakistan who
returned their kindness by helping to build schools
in remote villages—especially for girls. Quite
inspiring!

The other book titled_Journey Through the
Psalms by Denise D. Hopkins (223.306) is an in-
depth study of the Psalms.

Another recommendation is How to Talk So Kids
Will Listen and Listen So Kids Will Talk by Adele
Faber and E. Mazlish. (173 on the nonfiction
shelves) Some really useful suggestions for dealing
with all age kids.

Jan Peacock, Librarian

If you print this, please recycle it!

Lenten Program for All Ages

We are starting our Wednesday night Lenten
program after the schools’ mid-winter break. Our
program will start on February 27 with dinner for
everyone at 5:30 followed by programs from 6:10-
7:15. We will continue on Wednesday nights, March
5,12 and 19. Here is the Lenten line-up:

Adults will enjoy a study based on the DVD
series by Rob Bell who is the founding pastor of
Mars Hill Bible Church in Grandville, Michigan, one
of the fastest growing churches in American history.
Each week will feature a short film that touches on
issues that we care about and that we want to talk
about. We will explore Christian perspectives and
spiritual direction during this faith-filled journey led
by George and Jane Berquist.

Youth 6-12th grade will be preparing for our
spring musical. Youth will have an opportunity to be
involved with drama, music, tech and sets.

Children K-5th grade will enjoy "Splish-
Splash." a high-energy program based on the
importance of water in Jesus’ ministry. We'll have
active games, cooking, Bible stories and science to
keep us afloat! We'll also offer a pre-school version
of Splish-Splash for our little ones!

If you'd like to volunteer to help with the
children's program, please contact Meg Wilson/

The entire cost for our 4-week Lenten series will
be $8 per person or a family rate of $30. Where else
can you have dinner, friends and faith for that price?

So come join together on this Lenten journey!

Mark Your Calendars Now—

Winter Blast is Coming!

The CLC should be your destination on Sunday,
February 24, from 5-8:30pm, for an all-church
potluck and 50's Dance Party! Everyone is invited,
and all you need is a dish to pass! We'll provide the
beverages, dishes and silverware! What could be
simpler? We'll eat by 5:20 and the party will start
around 6:30! We'll have a limbo contest, a hula hoop
contest, dances for all ages, and even
karaoke!! Costumes are encouraged, but not
required! If you remember the last sock hop, ELVIS
WAS HERE! We'll even have a costume contest for
the best 50's look!

Watch for the flyer and a tear-off sign up so we
can plan for LOTS & LOTS of dancers, eaters, and
guests! This is a great event in which to invite your
family and friends. Grab a total of eight friends,
and you can sit together for dinner! It's going to be
a fun, early evening event, so mark your calendar
now, and register with Lisa Head, either by email at
lisaheadclc@sbcglobal.net, or tear-off slip!

Save These Dates-See Next Tidings
March 11 @ 7:00 p.m.—“Brown Bag Pharmacy”

April 19 from 8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.—UMW
Rummage Sale

April 25 @ 6:30 p.m.— “An Enchanted Evening”
for gals of all ages.




7. '/‘. !

S

FINANCE COMMITTEE’S REPORT

1. END OF YEAR 2007

2. FALL CAMPAIGN RESULTS

3. FINANCIAL PLANS FOR 2008
Prepared by Jane Egermann, Financial Secretary

You've been asking. We've been
consolidating numbers and making sure that all
the information is correct. So here goes.

1. End of Year 2007

Receipts for Operations and Ministry were
$415,000. Our expenses for Operations and
Ministry were $407,000. In addition we had
$30,000 given for special offerings/missions not
including UMW and UMYF. We received
$168,500 for the mortgage payments. $30,000
from CLC and Troy Co-op rentals went toward the
mortgage payments as did interest income of
$5,000.

What this means - Our congregation has
given incredible financial support to the local and
world-wide mission of Troy First. We came within
$9,000 of our total mortgage payments of $212,000
for the year.

2. Fall Campaign Results

Operations and Ministry Budget - We
received 185 responses and pledges of $362,722.
This compares to 197 responses and $402, 000
from the previous year. New pledges and
increased pledges did not offset decreased pledge
amounts.

Mortgage Reduction Budget - We received
129 pledges for a total of $159,778. This is about
$1,000 below the amount that was expected yearly
from our previous building campaign. Our yearly
mortgage commitment remains $212,000.

What this means - We are not immune from
the Michigan economy. Our congregation has
made a realistic, faithful commitment to support

the programs and facilities of our church. It now
falls to the elected committee people to plan
accordingly.

3. Financial Plan for 2008:

We anticipate pledge income of $366,000.
(Historically, pledge income exceeds the dollar
amount pledged.) In addition, we anticipate
$8,000 in pew offerings and unpledged income.
The $8,000 net receipts from 2007 will be used for
the 2008 Operations and Ministry budget. Troy
Co-op rent ($5,000) and $15,000 of the CLC
income will be used for the Operations and
Ministry budget. This gives us anticipated income
for 2008 of $402,000. The budget requests for
2008 were $432,000.

What this means - We cannot expect to meet
all budget requests for 2008. The committee
chairs will meet on January 31 to trim the budget
requests to match expected income. Redirecting
Troy Co-op and a portion of the CLC rental
income to Operations and Ministry means that
the mortgage shortfall will be larger this year.
Fortunately, we have a “Mortgage Contingency”
fund that will allow us to cover this difference for
a while.

What you can do:

Please pray for the committee chairs as they
examine the budget critically in the light of our
church’s mission statement. Please realize that,
due to the economic outlook, your favorite project
or activity may not be fully funded this year.

If you have not made a pledge for 2008,
you can still do so. Please contact the
church office for a pledge card.

Thank You! Thank You!

You supported our church Girl Scouts by pur-
chasing boxes and boxes of cookies! Wow! And all
thirteen of our girls say “THANKS!” Cookies will
be ready for delivery in the CLC on Sunday morn-
ing, March 2nd. And the next week, Mark 9th, Girl
Scout Sunday, the girls will participate in tradi-
tional worship and serve at coffee hour as another
way of saying “Thanks.” THANK YOU!

Greetings from Liberia

5 0 60 5! *-

Greetings to you and all of our friends from
Troy UMC. We have been involved in some sale
during the Christmas celebrations. We slaugh-
tered four pigs; three for marketing and one for the
mission.

We also would thank you for the medications
you have been providing for the upkeep of this pro-
ject. We use some of the proceeds to buy clothes,
laundry and food items for the mission, while we
save some small amount for purchasing the feed for
the pigs.

Thanks, as we await hearing from you. We
remain

Bro. Jerome,
Agnes & Alfred Orphanage

Youth Auction Coming

Sunday, April 6th, is the date for the 3rd An-
nual Dinner/Auction to benefit the Youth Mission
Trip to the Pittsburgh Project in July. There will
be a great dinner and a silent auction, followed by
our fabulous live auction.

Do you have a service, event tickets or items to
donate for our auction? If you do, contact Meg Wil-
son at 248-879-6363 or Robin Ostergaard. Deadline
for donations is Easter Sunday, March 23.

Tickets will go on sale in March and tickets are
limited. Don't miss out on this worthwhile and fun
event!

Link to Family Member in Iraq

Chrysler is making its video conferencing facili-
ties available to allow employees and the public to
link to a family member stationed in Irag. The of-
fer will be available through the end of the
year. To make arrangements to speak to a soldier
serving in Iraq, or for more information, leave a
message at (248) 512-HERO, or e-mail
hero@chrysler.com.




