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This is the story of a poor, black 
woman who lived in the bayous of 
Louisiana.  With very little money 
and even less education, she raised 
over a dozen children who had 
suffered parental neglect, abuse, or 
rejection.  After the kids had grown 
into healthy, productive adults, a 
newspaper discovered her story and 
featured her in one of their upbeat 
articles. 

When asked why 
she had taken in all 
these kids, 
particularly when it 
was so hard, she looked the reporter 
in the eye, and a great smile spread 
across her face:   

“Because I saw a new world a-
comin.’” 

That’s the gospel’s good news 
announced and inaugurated by 
Jesus.  A new world is “a-comin.’”  
Therefore, Jesus called his 
contemporaries and still invites us to 

join the new world movement and 
get with it.  “This is the year; the 
Kingdom of God is here, repent and 
participate in it.” 

So that is the theme for 2008.  
Participate and invite others to 
participate in the church as it moves 
deeper into the Shalom of God.  In 
one word the theme is:  
“Participation.”  We want to grow 

everyone’s 
participation in this 
community of 
Christian faith and 
works.  (“Faith 

without works is dead.”  -James 4: 
26) 

See you at the participation 
place! 

 
 
 
 

 Pastor Rich  

PARTICIPATION 
is the 2008 Theme 

SUNDAYS 
 

9:30 
Traditional Worship 

in the Sanctuary 
and 

Contemporary Worship 
in the Christian 

Life Center 
10:30-10:50 
Coffee Hour 
10:50-11:30 

Sunday School for  
All Ages 

 
Coming Events 

January 10 
9:30 Ruth Circle @ 
church w/childcare 

7:30 Deborah Circle @ 
Eunice Kraase’s 

January 12 
7:30 Men’s Breakfast 

9:00-3:00 Stephen 
Minister Training @ 

church 

Sunday, January 13, 2008,  in the Year of Participation 
Recognition of 2004-2007 Leaders 

9:30 – Spirited-Traditional                9:30 – Contemporary-Find  
     Worship                      Your Faith Worship 
Revelation 21: 16                Colossians 3:12-17 
“A Preacher’s Favorite Sermon”       “The Perfect Time to Lose Your  
 Pastor Rich Peacock              Luggage”              
 SANCTUARY                 Meg Wilson  
  CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER    
                       
 We thank you for doing the committee work to provide the organization for 
gathering all generations for worship, discipleship and ministry over these 
last three years! 
  Anne Butterbaugh, Gale Blair, Bob Blakely, Janice Drager, Craig Dukes, 
Jane Egermann,  Kathy and Murray Forzley, Jan Garrett, Tom Geggie, Dick 
Hartrick, Kathy Hearne, Nancy Heffron, Rob Hendrickson, Cheryl Himes, 
Mike Kellogg, Lee Matthews, LaNae Michael, Lyle Pushman, Sandy Sands, 
Bill and Sally Schaper, Kathy Sobanski, Tom Stevens, Scott Turner, Marie 
Watson, and Sheila Wilson. 
 
Circle of Care—Harriet Barnard, South Lyon Gardens, 700 Reynolds 
Sweet Parkway, South Lyon, MI  48178 (until sometime in February),  
Mildred Pardue, Edith Petersen, Lyle Pushman, Duane Sheren, Hunter’s 
Run RV Park, 37041 Chancey Road, Lot 50, Zephyrhills, FL  33541, Connie 
Snow, and Maren and Clarence Vos and daughter Susan. 
 
 
 

troyfirst@sbcglobal.net 
pastorrichp@sbcglobal.net 
megwilson42@sbcglobal.net 

cindy.spiritseekers@gmail.com 
d_klungle@sbcglobal.net 

julieolsavsky@sbcglobal.net 
lisaheadclc@sbcglobal.net 
cpeltonen@clawson.k12.mi.us 

krawlin1@hfhs.org 
pfabdull@oakland.edu 
s.bagchi@sbcglobal.net 

www.fumctroy.org 
findyourfaith.org 



Calling all Girl Scouts! 
Once again the Girl Scouts will be selling 

cookies during Coffee Hour.  If you are a Girl Scout 
and would like to sell cookies at the church, please 
join us at the Girl Scout table in the CLC during 
Coffee Hour on Sundays January 13th and 20th.  
Please wear your vest or sash and your best Girl 
Scout smile. 

The sales each morning will be divided equally 
among the girls participating.  Each Girl Scout will 
receive a list of her cookie orders by January 22nd.  
If you have any questions, please contact Laurie 
Mitchener. 

To make sure all the girls are able to turn in 
their money on time, they will deliver cookies 
during Coffee Hour on March 2nd.  Make sure to set 
aside March 9th to participate in Girl Scout 
Sunday.  Girl Scouts will greet, be part of a flag 
ceremony and help serve at Coffee Hour.  It’s a 
chance to both serve and celebrate you! 

Living the Questions 2.0 
The Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast and 

Bible Study Group invites all men to this popular 
introduction to progressive Christianity featuring 
30 of today’s leading religious voices via DVD.  Rev. 
Art Stone is the coordinator and first discussion 
leader.  Men of all ages can begin this seven-
week series on Monday, January 14.  Please 
call the Office at 248-879-6363 to learn about 
the time.   

When you think about attending, remember the 
2008 theme:  “Participation.” 

Scripture & Sermon Roundtable 
While Pastor Rich Peacock is in Israel/

Palestine, we will still meet!  On January 16 our 
guest leader will be Rev. Jane Berquist.  On 
January 23 our guest leader will be Jane 
Egermann.  We meet from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday mornings in the Chapel to study the 
Scriptures for the next Sunday and to pray.  
Everyone is invited!   

When you think about attending, remember the 
2008 theme:  “Participation.” 

Movie Nights:  “Amazing Grace” 
The Church and Society Committee invites you 

to view the recent moving “Amazing Grace” in our 
downstairs theatre.  “Amazing Grace” is based upon 
the true story of William Wilberforce’s personal 
crusade to abolish the British slave trade in the 
18th century.  This two-hour movie is entertaining, 
educational, and very uplifting.  It will be followed 
by a one-hour discussion of the movie content and 
its relevance ot social justice in today’s world.  Since 
our theatre holds about 25 people at one time the 
movie will be shown (free of charge) on the 
following dates:  Wednesday, January 16, or 
Thursday, January 17, from 6:30-9:30 p.m.; Friday, 
January 25 or Saturday, January 26, from 7:00 to 
10:00 p.m.  Call Bob Himes to register the time 
you’d like to watch the movie. 

When you think about attending, remember the 
2008 theme:  “Participation.” 

“Seek peace and pursue it.” - Psalm 34:14 
`One of the most popular and beloved of all 

hymns, “Amazing Grace,” was penned by John 
Newton of England in the 1700s.  The hymn relates 
the pilgrimage of its author, who was radically 
transformed by the grace of God.   

John Newton’s devout mother dedicated him 
early in the ministry and began his religious 
training at an early age.  He could recite the 
catechism and hymns by the age of four.  His 
mother died when he was seven, and at the age of 
eleven, after several years of school away from 
home, he went to sea with his sea captain father.  
Later he served in the British Navy, deserted, and 
when caught was put in irons and whipped in 
public. 

Then Newton abandoned the religious 
principles taught by his mother and embarked on a 
life of such debauchery that his friends. Despaired 
of his sanity.  He signed on a slave ship and soon 
was master of his own ship, dealing in the 
monstrous evil of bringing slaves from Africa.  With 
a whip in one hand and a gun in the other, often 
given to drunkenness and lust, he sank into the 
deepest depths of sin. 

In 1748, at the age of twenty-three, he ran into 
a savage storm that threatened to carry him and 
his ship to the bottom.  They say there are no 
atheists in foxholes during a war and perhaps it is 
equally true that there are no atheists on a ship 
caught in a vicious storm at sea.  Newton thought of 
himself, like Jonah, as the cause of the mountain-
ous waves and raging wind that threatened to 
engulf the boat and its passengers.  This close 
brush with death set him thinking about the true 
meaning of life and led him to read at sea Thomas 
A. Kempis’s classic, Imitation of Christ.   

The Holy Spirit used the storm and the book to 
convict him of his need of Christ.  Sick of his 
pitiable condition and of the filthy slave business, 
he was led to leave the slave trade and ultimately 
to go into the ministry.  While pastoring his church 
in the town of Olney, he wrote his spiritual 
autobiography in a song that God gave him from 
the dark night of his soul. 

In his later years Newton joined William 
Wilberforce and other leaders in the crusade to 
abolish the slave trade in England.  In the year of 
Newton’s death, 1807, the British Parliament 
finally abolished slavery throughout its domain.   

-from “Songs in the Night,”  Henry Gariepy 

Newton, Wilberforce, John Wesley, Methodists 
and others sought peace by working to end the 
slave trade.  This inspiring story is recounted in the 
movie “Amazing Grace,” which you can see in our 
very own theatre.  See the “Movie Nights: ‘Amazing 
Grace’” article for the show dates.   

When you think about attending, remember the 
2008 theme:  “Participation.” 

 



   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

Office 
Closed 

2 
Preschool resumes 
10:00 Roundtable 
Holy Land DVD 
11:00 Staff Meeting 

3 
9:15 UMW Execu-
tive Committee @ 
Sue Olesen’s 
 
 

4 
9:15 Troy Coop 
Board Meeting in 
Room 207  
Childcare in Room 
208 

5 
 

6 Epiphany 
Communion  
No Faith in Action 
2:00-4:30 “Pack & 
Store” Advent 
6:30-8:00 Sr. High 
UMYF Mission Trip 
Meeting for Parents 
and Youth 
No UMYF 
Tidings Deadline 

7 
7:00 Intro to “Living 
the Questions” for 
Men only—Chapel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tidings Mailed 

8 Tots return 
6:30 Avondale Sr. 
High Prayer Break-
fast 
6:45 Finance in 207 
7:00 Education in 
Room 209 w/
childcare in 208 
7:30 SPRC in the 
Chapel 

9 
 

10 
9:30 Ruth Circle in 
CLC/K/Chapel 
7:30 Deborah Circle 
@ Eunice Kraase’s 

11 12 
7:30 Men’s Break-
fast in K 
9:00-3:00 Stephen 
Minister Training in 
Youth Room 

13  
Girl Scout cookie 
sale begins today in 
Coffee Hour  
 

14 
5:30 Process Team 
in the Chapel 
6:30 GLDG in 207 
 
 
Tidings Mailed 

15 
Pastor Rich leaves 
for Holy Land Trip 
6:30 Troy Sr. High 
Prayer Breakfast 
7:00 Stephen Minis-
ters in 205/207 

16 
9:30 Space Usage 
CLC LL 
10:00 Roundtable in 
Chapel 
6:30-9:30 “Amazing 
Grace” in Theatre 

17 
6:30-9:30 “Amazing 
Grace” in Theatre 

18 19 

20 
Girl Scout cookie 
sale in Coffee Hour 
today 
No UMYF 
 
Tidings Deadline 

21 
 
Office Closed  
9:30 Baldwin 
 

22 
6:30-9:30 GLDC in 
CLC 
6:30 Worship in YR 
7:00 M&E in 207 
7:00 Outreach in C 
7:00 Trustees in K 

23 
 

24 
Pastor Rich returns 
from Holy Land Trip 
10:00-noon LaLeche 
League in YR 

25 
 
9:30 TCP in Narthex  
 
7:0010:00 “Amazing 
Grace” in Theatre 

26 
 
7:00-10:00 “Amazing 
Grace in Theatre 

27 
Commissioning of 
Stephen Ministers 
and new Leaders 
1:45-5:15 UMYF 
Bowling 
Tidings Deadline 

28 
 
7:00 Church & 
Society—C 
 
 
Tidings Mailed 

29 
 
7:00 Church Council 
in the Chapel 
Iraq Discussion @ 
Congregation Shir 
Tikvah 

30 31   

January 2008 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
UMYF dinner and overnight 

Every Sunday Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Saturday 

  9:30 Spirited-Traditional 
Worship in Sanctuary 
  9:30 Contemporary 
Worship in CLC 
10:30 Coffee Hour 
10:50 Sunday School for 
all ages 
11:30 One Voice in C. 
6:30-8:00 UMYF 
6:30-8:30 DISCIPLE I in 
the Chapel 
6:30-8:00 DISCIPLE III in 
Room 115 

5:30-6:40 Jubellee Hand-
bell practice 
6:45-8:15 Bellissima 
Handbell practice 
(tbd) Men’s Study Group 
“Living the Question” 

1:30-6:30 Oahkland 
Homeschoolers Music, 
Inc. using whole bldg. 

10:00 Scripture & Sermon 
Roundtable 
6:30-9:00 Stephen Minis-
ter Training in 205/207 
7:30-9:00 Choir practice 
7:30-9:00 CLC in use 
9:00-10:30 Open Volley-
ball 

7:00 Band rehearsal in 
CLC 
7:15 Recovery, Inc. in C 

9:00-10:00 Kim in Sanc-
tuary 

From Swapna Bagchi’s son and family— 
 
Dear Family & Friends, 

While Christmas has always been a special 
time for us, this one is particularly significant since 
we have a little miracle to be thankful for.  Since 
Andres’ very early and unexpected arrival, our 
lives have been filled with joy, stress, excitement, 
fear, love and every emotion in between.  Born on 
July 18th at 26 weeks, he weighed 1 lb. 10 oz. and 
spent 106 days in the NICU.   

He is now almost 11 lbs. and continues to ex-
ceed expectations, surprising every doctor, nurse 
and therapist whom he meets.  While this journey 
has been the hardest on him, it has been difficult 
for the entire family.  We wouldn’t have been able 
to joyfully make it through the process if it weren’t 
for the love and kindness of our family and friends.  

 We want to take this opportunity to say 

Thank You for the calls, emails, cards, visits, of-
fers to visit, dinners, good wishes, and most impor-
tantly, your prayers.  Thank you for listening as we 
discussed in detail his daily ups and downs in the 
NICU and for sharing in our optimism for his fu-
ture.  The Bagchi family is doing well and we have 
you to thank for it. 

Wishing you the Happiest of Holidays, 

Renny, Debashis, Dominik & Andres Bagchi 

www.babyandres.blogspot.com 

 

 

Please recycle this Newsletter! 



 

WORSHIP  LEADERSHIP  

Activity January 6 January 13 January 20 January 27 

Liturgist Roger Steiger Robin Ostergaard JoAnn Horning Sara Matthews 

Greeters Art & Judy Conley John, Caitlin, Claire 
& John Cracium 

Bob & Janice Drager Rob, Rhonda & James 
Hendrickson 

Ushers Ed Freeland 
Marie Leverenz 
Bill Rampenthal 

Liz Sidner 
Doug Smith 

Mike DeVilling 
Ben Olesen 

Tom Stevens 
Justin Urbach 

Patti Aurand 
Chris DeVilling 
Corwin Hanson 

Bob Himes 

Lyle Pushman 
Roger Steiger 

Chuck Tincknell 
Marie Watson 

Crucifer Lauren Duane Trevor Elliott Jack Gill Dominic Gordon 

Acolytes Emily Woods 
Marrae Aulph 

Brianne Abdo 
Jessica Abdo 

Andrew Aurand 
Victoria Aurand 

Jacob Carl 
Chris Churay 

Sound Engineers Steve Olsavsky Joe Meek Kaj Ostergaard Jane Egermann 

Coffee Hour Hosts  Schapers 
Michaux 

Brian DiBartolomeo 
Mike DeVilling 
Brian Gordon 
Nick Olesen 

 

 

Monday  
Counters 

Judy Conley 
Linda DeVilling  
Lyle Pushman 

Joyce Berard 
Ben Olesen 

Lee Ann Teagan 

Jane Egermann 
Nancy Heffron 
Jayne Saeger 

 

Duane Alling 
Lisa Head 

Julie Olsavsky 

Trustee on Duty Gale Blair Randy Wilson Janice Drager Randy Wilson 

Altar Flowers     

Ringing of the Bell     

Lighting of the Cross     

Jr. Church Patti Aurand 
Kathy Sobanski 

Lori Ann Rumel 
Lee Ann Teagan 

Julie Olsavsky 
Anna & Kara 

Tom Stevens 
Cindy Blakely 

Nursery 
(Newborns- 
Crawlers) 

A. Butterbaugh 
Lisa Michaux 
Gwen Simon 

Julie Olsavsky 
Anna & Kara 

Angela DiBartolomeo 
Chris Knoper 

E. Ostergaard 
Mary Robertson 

Toddlers 
(Walkers-2s) 

Becky Head 
Gary Williams 

Caitlin  
Cracium 

Alycia Fons 
Jennifer Rivera 

Katie Kuiper 

3/4 Year Olds The Mitchener 
Family 

Ann Goff  Sheila & Ed  
Tecson 

M. Williston 

***  Volunteers  
   needed  


